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Snow Water Equivalent as of 1/28/2020

Well above normal rainfall last year
has lead to an abnormally wet ground
for the winter season and much above
average stream flow levels for this
time of year. This contributes to an
elevated risk of spring flooding, but a
lot will depend on how fast the
snowpack melts and how much
precipitation we get the rest of winter
and early spring.

2019 was the wettest year on record
for Wisconsin and wet soils across can
accept very little additional water.
The snowpack across northern
Wisconsin is holding 4 to 8 inches of
water within it, waiting to be released.

Wet Conditions Set the Stage for 
an Elevated Spring Flood Risk

January 28, 2020

Late January Soil Moisture

Percent of Normal

Soil moisture 

greater than 99% of 

past years in S WI.

Late Winter/Spring 2020
Outlook

Odds favor wetter than 
normal  precipitation for the 
February to April season 
across Wisconsin. Cooler than 
normal temperatures are 
favored, which could hold the 
snowpack longer into spring. 
This increases the risk for a 
high impact thaw.
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2020 Probabilistic Spring Flood Outlook Dates: 
February 13, 2020,
February 27, 2020

March 12, 2020

The National Weather Service urges those with interests in flooding to stay tuned to additional 
communications going through the winter and early spring seasons.

Potential Impacts This Spring

• Rivers freezing at elevated levels
• Ice jams, including locations that are not 

usually affected by ice jams
• Spring flooding, especially with any heavy 

rain on frozen ground or a rapid snowmelt
• Backwater/inundation flooding of river 

mouths near Lake Michigan
• Soil damage
• Delay or prevention of crop planting
• Travel impacts due to road or bridge 

damage
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How to Prepare

• Make sure sump pump is 
working

• Install check-values to 
prevent drain backups

• Elevate items in basement
• Consider flood insurance
• Have a source for weather 

information

Factors Limiting Flood Risk Factors Increasing Flood Risk

Little additional snowfall Deep snowpack

Dry, warm weather promoting 

evaporation

Significant rain on top of snow or 

frozen ground

Gradually warming temperatures in 

spring

A rapid snowmelt

No extreme cold snaps Very cold temperatures increasing 

frost depth and building river ice


